
Uly: palladium. tors who decided to locate the road on
the Lagrange route. Thev will still in- -

f ' . I

from among us many more who would glad
? eir places in ear midst, as good

citizens, useful m building our towns, ana

upon them the necessity of preserving suS- - j termined hereafter, to exact the strictest de-cie- nt

decorum and propriety, to allow the ;corum of deportment, from all who should
business of the court to proceed without , be in attendance upon its sittings. He
interruption. He then called the parties j then adjourned court-un- til the following

for a change of location Tlie road, aa
at present located, runs on the borders
of Sfiielby, Fayette and Hardeman; and,
as countries, they do not and cannot
feci that interest in it which they would
feel h a road running through or near

. Ci. Joe Kail-io- al Debate.
On Mond--y the 5lh inst, an election

f.-- r Directors of the Memphis and Char-
leston Rail-roa- d was held at this place.
Public notice Lad been given that Gov.
Jr.i.-.t-- i C. Jones of Ten-- , President of

Sunday.and asked if they were ready for trial. All
ready. Mr. O'C, a lawyer from St. Louis,
appeared for the Plaintiff. The Defendant
objected to the appearance of a lawver in i

tie cause, but the court overruled tlie ob- - j

jection, telling him that he might employ j

jhalf a dozen if he wUhed, and appear for j

himself m the bargain. A knowing old
pn -smilh' one of the Defendants company, j

.
gaVC him th? mk' and tcnJered his !

ibcrlces asatiornev, which were forthwithLt..j m I .
rw.-u-. xiie nue-e- s were men caned me sausiactory decision 01 uie case, ana

and ordered to raise their right hands to ! mv threatening speech, established mr ju-b- e

sworn, as we had no Bible on the Yuba, j dicial position; and henceforth the "Alcalde
at that time, for them to kiss. The firt i of the Middle Yuba" was respected as an

ornamenting the country, by Mechanical
skilFand integrity. We must become in-

dependent of other portions of the eountry,
to a certain extent, by bail Jing up manu-
factories, supporting our own blacksmiths,
inn-right- s, tailors, cabinet
workmen, painters, Printers, fcc", tc, j

and then we will advance steadily and se-- j

eurely on the highroad to prosperity and j

wealth." ; ; - .

Eon. Jacob Thompson.
N The attention of our readers is direc--
ted to the sketch of the life of the Hon. I

Jacob Thompson which they will find
on the 3rd page. Mr. Thompson is fa-

vorably known to almost everybody in
the southwest, personally or by repu-

tation, and we have . no doubt all will
gladly embrace the opportunity to read
what U now presented to them in re-

gard to him.

For the Mississippi Palladium.
An Alcalde's Court in California.

First Trial.
NO. III. -

The Alcalde is vested with absolute pow-

er over the property and personal liberty
of those withraTfti. jurisdiction, and the
laws which he administers, are principally
those which he himself enacts. lie com-

bines therefore, or did at least among the
miners, the characters of legislator, judge
and jury. A Sheriff executes his judg-
ments aad enforces obedienee to his decrees.
Amongthe gold diggers, Alcalde and Sher-
iff were elected by popular vote, and how- -

ever repugnant the despotism of the system
may nave been to the subjects of it; and
however inconsistent with' those ideas of
aw and justice, derived from their experi

ence at home, they still, from the sheer ne-

cessity of the case, united heartily in sus-

taining it, and yielded the most implicit
submission to its demands.

The writer of this article was elected Al-

calde of the "Middle Yuba," in April, 1850.
About three thousand men were subject to
his authority. A code of" laws about six
inches long was promulgated, of --a general
nature,, reserving more detailed legislation
for the occasions which should require it.

The first cause which was submitted to
the Alcalde involved the right to a Bar on
the River; the conflict was between two
companies Capt. C. and Capt. S. By the
established law of milling, each man was
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witness introduced by the Plaintiff (as were
all the rest) was himself a member of the
Plaintiff's company, and therefore directly
interested in the event of the suit. The
Gun-smit- h insisted that he should not be
allowed to testify, as he knew, (he said)
max, lie wouia De certain to swear a lie. I he
Alcalde remembered, that as juror and by-

stander in the court house at home, he had
often heard the rule, of evidence propoun-
ded, which excludes as witnesses those in-

terested in the matter of the suit; but he
did not feel bound by the rule. He look

11 nrm t Vl niwcf irn a ll - J r r cn fir ac" " " j '""r i ""'o' tYuba Court was concerned, res integra, j

and therefore decided it for himself. He j

argued that the reason of the rule lost much
of its force, when the evidence was offered'
to a court instead of a jury, and concluded
frj t, ,i,.w rtt .w mn,.0 e

haw reformt his conclusion will be followed
erelong, every where,) that the objection
to the witness, arising from his interest,
ought to go, as the lawyers say, not to his
competency, but to his credibility. He de-

cided in other words, that he would hear
what they all had to say, and trust to his
own judgment in determining what he
should believe.

The second witness was an Irishman,
who stood six feet without stockingsaud had
liquored so often, that his centre of gravity
seemed to - be constantly shifting as he
came to the stand; the Gun --smith, who was
by this time, at least three tin cups from the
lawyer-sid- e of sober, murmured, not sotto
voce, someting about the Plaintiff's wit
nesses all telling lies. In a moment both
companies were ready to resort to tlie wa- - j sastains l,cr; for if tne trade of that re-g- er

of battle, which the law traditions tell fmmrinn 1 ir ri A tirr it fitrt hr en
allowed to appropriate, and hold against ; us about. The Irisll witness caIied $t. plied from 110 other source, and her des-th- e-

world, thirty feet front on the river, arid j patr;ck to witness that, if a fight was the ! tiny is ea sily foreseen.
-

ll.--e 1 re-tr,- t Board of Director?, would
?e here and that a discussion between
Klra aiid Maj. Carton and J. W. Clapp,
E-q- ., ?i;"rht be expected. A very large
tuD!r ff persons from the country
were ia town during the day, and man-- i
Vftd great interest on the subject

cftl.e Rail-roa- d. After dinner (Gov.
J r.e? not arrived) Mr. Clapp and
?.I2;.JJ irt. r, addressed the people, who
w ere lecorfiInjr impatient to hear the
pre :.:-- d speeches. In a short time
after the-- e gentlemen had concluded
their remark, Gov. Jones was an-'.ze- ed

a? passenger in the Stage just
i3 frvm Memphis. Tlie crowd soon
returned to the Court-hous- e and the
- t -alrr.g was resumed.

Gov. lories spoke first. He said he
understood tlist great dissatisfaction
prevailed ia several of the northern
counties of Miss, ia regard to the act--

on of the Doard ofDirectors. He insis-

ted tliat there was no iust cause, for'
comt-lain- t bv the people of Miss that
it was tlie duty of the Directors to lo-

cate the road on that route which in
tttir jaigrnent would be most profitable
and beneficial to the stockholders that
in lortnlng this judgment they should
take Luto consideration the elements of
distance, cost of construction, annual

and probable income--

that th.ev liad done so and decided in
favor c,f Lagrange route; that as

r swora as ne was to ais- -

chanre ins dutv to tne stockholders ac--

could cot, in view of the evidence be- -

J Uiat rather than have clones, he
woui have seen the road sunk in the
? ! smkss pit. He endeavored by va
j--j. ingenious arguments (some of
which we regarded as sophistical) to

if.:- nil? ipnrp thnt tjipv rnrlit
to be reconciled to their disappoint- -

lavse tlie interest of the stockhold- -

,i,i, t

that, the interest of the people of Mis- -

pi, is element "necessary and
to be considered in making an

impartial selection of a route. He said

diir i.uic iisauig liie xigui 01 way
"through the territorj-o- f Mississippi;
and that this privilege is tendered on
condition that the road shall be laid on
the Holly Springs route. Besides, it is

wed known that a very liberal sub--

scriptiot to the Stock was made in
tvjs rcjon and especially in this coun--

J" lul tne njonty ot votes based
a the stock is ia other states, and this

fnrt Krisits fid! JTifiiif-rsrP- .

The Gov. said, as for himself he had
taken stock in the road for his own ben--

t ht while living and for the benefit of
Lis children who might inherit it, that
lie intended to work for it during his
life, and direct that his children should

t I I j mm ..-- Iho -- i.ifr,. ,

charter required the company to puj--
chase the rights of the stockholders in
the old abandoned road, tlie Board of
Directors oTwhich Gov. Jones is the

oss,ht not to insist on being al- -
; 1 tC Privilege" of taking ad van--
j a o
I tage of their own wrong, committed in
Esai1n:r so excessively bad a bargain.

j We cannot now notice Gov. Jones'
' arrorneats more ia detail. We have
endeavored to state his remarks accu- -

' ratelv so far as we have alluded to
, them, and believe we have done him no
, injustice, Mr. Clapp and Maj. Barton

sist on a reinvestigation 01 me menus
of this route.

Encourage Southern Mechanics.

The subjoined article is in re Terence

to a subject which the course ol events
is gradually pressing and urging upon

the attention of the Southern people,
viz: the importance of encouraging
and fostering mechanics and the me-

chanic arts among ourselves. We
have frequently thought that the prac-

tice of purchasing at a great distance
from home, in the northern States, .

such articles a.s could easily be manu-

factured and furnished at our own doors,
exhibits consummate folly on the part
of the South. Such a course of trade
is not only .calculated (but certainly
has the effect) to drain the Southern
States of a large proportion of "their
cash resources to dishearten mechan-ic- f

and artists, and expel them from
us. Only a few weeks ago,

on our return from a trip up the Ohio
river, curiosity induced us to notice
the marks on some of the freight, and
we saw more than one hundred old fash-

ioned, stained bedsteads, made of pop-

lar and other common wood, shipped
at Cincinnati and directed to Mobile,
Ala. On the same boat were six wag-

ons taken to pieces and laid up on the
hurricane deck. The wood-wor- k was
rough and smeared with red paint, and
the iron work was not better than can
be made in any town in the South.
These exquisite specimens of northern j

skHl in the mechanic arts, were directed
to Montgomery, Ala. ; a large, beauti-
ful, prosperous commercial city the
capitol of the state. The presumption
is, there were wood, iron, red paint
and mechanics, in both of those Alaba-
ma cities ; and there was no necessity
for purchasing such wagons and furni-

ture in a distant state. There is an un-

accountable, and we think, censurable
reluctance to purchase articles made in
our own towns. We think it highly
probable that if a hatter, shoemaker,
tailor, saddler, or other tradesman,
who is amongst us, and not liberally
supported, were to leave his residence
and locate in New York, Philadelphia,
or some other northern city, his south-
ern acquaintances, who might meei him
there, would patronize him more than
they did when he lived amongst them.
Such is the passion for far-fetch-

ed com-

modities. But we think the unkind-ncs- sj

(to say nothing of the usurpations
and arrogance) of our northern breth-
ren, is bringing us to'reflect, and arou-

sing us to a sense of our interest, on
this subjeet; and unless they greatly
improve in their deportment, they may

i

hereafter expect to receive much less of
southern cash than they have been ac
customed to enjoy.'

"Much has been written about the depen-
dence of the South upon the North for many
of the articles necessary to carry on the va-

rious branches of business in the Southern
States. And while we hear the most bitter
denunciations against Northerners for their
interference in our domestic institutions;
their refusal to have enforced the fugitive
slave law, and other matters, we hold the
authors of such anathemas, the foremost in
encouraging northern workmen, to the in
jury and ruin of southern mechanics. Does!
a planter wish to purchase a wagon or a
buggy; does he wish to buy a dozen axes or
hoes a few dozen shoes or blankets for his
negroes does he wish to purchase a fine
suit 01 cloths, or a fine dress for his wile
does he want a saddle or a set of harness- -is

he building a new house, and wants a set
of blinds? why forsooth, he must neglect his
own neighbors who are depending on dif--

iertnt branches of mechanical business tor
their daily bread, and instead of supporting
them in their honest exertions to make a
livelihood, he sends his order" to Philadel-
phia or New York, for the. very articles
which he might obtain from those whose
interests are indentified with his own.
Hundreds of thousands of dollars are thus
sent on to the North annually, for articles
that irvnlrl nhfnmnJ CntkAn. "fc fa
chanics. Can the South prosper so long as
sheieglects her own sturdy mechanics?
Their position is a hard one truly: for they
have to compete with foreign labor on one
hand, and with slave and penitentiary labor
on the other.

"ButpeThaps no class of men suffer under
this stare of things to a greater extent than
the Printers and publishers of newspapers
in the Sonth. All know, for ouht to
know,) that the subscription list alone of
most 01 our eountry papers will not support
inem, ana yet,, we see ten, twenty or forty
subscribers in every village in the South,
combined to support some such wishy washy
sheet as the Universe" of New York, or
some other cheap (?) paper whose conduct-
ors are in heart and soul opposed to. South-
ern interests, while they will not suppdrt a
paper published in their own county pa-
pers which furnish them with the useful
home statistics advising them of what is
most calculated to interest them. If a mer-
chant wants a few hand-bill- s, or bill-head- s;

if a druggist wants a few labels, or a law-
yer or physician wants a hundred profession-
al cards printed, or a teacher wants two or
three hundred circulars or concert' bills, hfe
must send to a Northern city where he can
procure them a little cheaper (not always)
than at home. Merchants are satisfied to
let the newspaper publisher, perish, rather
than give him a little advertisings The
spirit of gross neglect, and downright oppo- -
siuon u) printers, extenas tnrougn tne whole
ramifications of society in the South." And
as long as this course is pursued we drive
from among us those men who in all ages
of the world have proved themselves the
most useful to society. We moreover keep

; - " he wanted the Directors and Stockhol- -
Cxicr J.rrd u; b.tat the , . .

- r!ucTS to be iUott cd the wsor rairjihre ol
sa--b t.-r-w. we art 4fC!dlv ia favor f- .

, : tliiniiim and acting for themselves, and
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, tors and Stockholders were not at the
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The decision of this important case seem-

ed ito jrive jreneral satisfaction. As soon
as the adjournment was announced, a gen
oral shout arose. Capt. S. the Defendant,
called up the crowd t drink at his expense,
One potation followed another, and when I
left the ground, Plaintiffs and Defendants,
witnesses, lawyers and bystanders, were
Satbert;d around the grocerT most am- -

icabie fellowship, all drunk as Bacchus.
. - . , 1

officer of great firmness and impartiality.
F.

From the Memphis Enquirer.
Memphis and Charleston Railroad.
Mr. Editor: T will tint nl..id icr.

norance of vour unwillingness to keep
up the unhealthy excitement upon this
subject; yet, when I begin by assuring
you that I wish to address the reason
rather than the prejudices of those here
deeply interested in the results to llow
from the location of the road,I may con-
fidently appeal to your uniform

1 icourtesy in asKincc a small space
- ' i 1

- m your columns ior tne purpose ot giv- -
iQg a few reasons why the road should
run by or near I lolly Springs,

1st. The eountry builds uptowns:
but the towns don't build the country.
The country can live without the town:
but the town lives and grows only by
being the receptacle of what the coun-
try produces. .

2nd. A'orth Mississippi has contrib-
uted more to the growth of Memphis
than Tennessee: but if Memphis were
sunk in an earthquake w,

Xorth Mississippi would be as wealthy
as she now is. She can therefore do
without Memphis; though the inconve-
nience resulting from the loss of a good
market might be felt for some time.

3rd. If, however, the entire crop of
Xorth Mississippi should be destroyed
for one or two years even, Memphis
would dwindle toAhe little town she
was before the Chickasaw nation was
settled up. She cannot therefore do
without Mississippi.

4th. It is thus most obviously the in-

terest of Memphis to keep on the best
terms with the countrv that so larcrelv

5th. It will not do raslny to conclude
that the citizens of that region will not
so incommode or injure themselves as
to seek another market than this; for
when men get their passions and prej-
udices" enlisted in the attainment of an
object, they often do what they would
willingly have avoided, and what their
sober second thought would condemn.

The frivolous origin ofmany a bloody-wa-r

prove3 this.
Gth. It is not unreasonable then to

,she can do without Mississippi, that
g tate may alsQ fancy she can do whh.
out Memphis; and should the trade of
that country ultimately be thrown into
other channels, and another market,
oni' ivoflinnt t r?--r ror t 1 frrir 1 1 1

books, that Memphis will go down
7th. As Memphis would suifer, so

would the entire country for ten miles
or more around her that now has rela-
tive value from being near a prosperous
city. .

bth. By running thi3 road through or
near Holly Springs, you take away

om Xorth Mississippi all wish for any
other road than this which leatls them
to a fine market in a few hours.

9th. If it should not run thereat com-
bination of causes is at work which will
5npvitn!ilv in1nrf thnt npnnlp in crflr n

market ew 0rlesmg or at
When we see Louisville, Nashville aud
Columbia about to unite on the north ;
New Orleans and Jackson (Miss.) a-b-

to unite on the south; and when
we see Columbus, Miss., (almost in a
direct line between New Orleans and
Louisville,) moving on the subject, it is
not a rash conclusion to believe that
North .Mississippi will be operated up-
on, by both ends of such a. magnificent
line of Railroad, and that the north and
the south, the Ohio valley and the
Gulf coast, will join hands in her soil;
and that, too, not much further, from
Holly Springs than Memphis is.

10. It may be well to remember that
Mississippi has some State pride, and,
what is of-equ- al importance, a State

and when botli-thes-
e are enUstcd,

causes and influences referred to. a Kail
.Road from jjo1 y g tQ NfiW Qr

leang may not scem SQ proUematiccd
rmnv nnw think it

11th. Should this road be built, there
j is not a man living twenty miles from

! leans by water from this point, be three
f day3 n the river and run the risk of
being blown up or sunk, when he can
get there by the Railroad in fifteen or
twenty hours.

12th. The argument about a Rail
road on the most direct line between
tvr nnintj will Art vcfW pnniKrh u'hpn

; applied to such a road as that between

on that the great cities at the ends of
such lines, demand, build and sustain
them, and they do not depend on the
intervening country for support. But
where a road is to be built; and sus-

tained in a great measure, by the coun-
try through: which it is to run, its loca--
tkm should have great reference to the
interests and influences of that country.

13th. But there are other reasons

their centres. Then, though the change
of location would throw this road en-

tirely out of Fayette and Hardeman,
yet, their citizens would then heartily
unite in projecting and building a road
from Memphis on to Jackson, ami have
all their euergies called out in aid of an
enterprise more beneficial to them, be-

cause more general and extended in its
iulluences.

1 1th. By this arrangement, Mem-
phis would reap a double advantage.
She would retain the trade of Xorth
Mississippi, and she would injure a rail-
road connection with Louisville, which
would throw into her lap the trade and
travel of the Ohio valley bound for a
southern market.

13th. The Memphis and Charleston
Railroad would gain more aid from
Mississippi by this change, than it would
lose in Tennessee.

1 Cth. Depri ve the counties of Fay-

ette and Hardeman of the sectional ben-

efits flowing from the Memphis and
Charleston lload,and it will nt once en-

list the whole energies of the counties
of Shelby, Fayette, Hardeman, Hay
wood, Madison, xc., n auailroad that
will run through the heart of our Wes-
tern District, and will benefit Memphis
infinitely more than the other.

17th. With a law authorizing it at
the next session of our Legislature, the
citizens of these counties would instruct
theircounty courts tosubscribe 300,000
dollars each, in aid of this work.

Are not the citizens of Memphis,
then, whether stockholders or nt,
deeply interested in a change of loca-
tion? Memphis.

rfT We tender our thanks to our
for their kindness and

promptness in exchanging papers with
us; and shall take pleasure on all oc-

casions to reciprocate the courtesies of
the Press.

Two Weeks Later frcm Califronia.

Highly interesting Intelligence from
California Oregon, Panama, and
South America. The Cuba Expedi-
tion abandoned.

New Orleans, May 2, P. M.
The steamship" Alabama has arrived

from Chagres with California dates to
the 1st of April and 170 passengers.

The steamers Tennessee and Colum-
bus had arrived at Panama from San
Francisco with 3S5 passengers and over
$1,500,000 in gold dust.

The mining news is very favorable
rich veins arebcing daily discovered.
Heavy rains had fallen, which did not
allow the miners to wadi the dirt.

Agriculture it prospering. The mar-
kets are dull. There were immense
stocks of merchandise on hand. The
price of dust had risen Here the line
broke, and we received the following
conclusion of tlie dispatch by the Morse
line from Nashville.

The priceof gold dust had risen to $17
per ounce.

Most of the Indian tribes had made
peace and expeditions, had been sent
against two tribes who had refused to
do so.

Tlie Legislature had repealed the for-

eign miner's tax.
A committee appointed by the Leg-

islature to examine into the case of
Judge Parsons, who, it will be remem-
bered imprisoned Mr. Wa4k'er, the edi-

tor of the San Francisco Herald, for
contempt of Court in making certain
strictures upon his charge to the grand
jury, lias reported to impeach him.

There was a great excitement in S an
Francisco in consequence of the mail-bag- ?

from the States having been seized
by the collector of the port on suspicion
of smuggling being carried on in them.
Nothing was however found in them.

More mines had been discovered in
Lower California, and thousands of So-noria- ns

were returning there.
The people of Nevada were engaged

in rebuilding that town. The incendi-
ary had been discovered, but had es-

caped.
There had been more lynching, but

no hanging.
The 17. S. District Court had decided

in favor of Capt. Sutter's claim, to the
land on which Sacramento city is built.

; The propeller Massachusetts had been
sent to Oregon for the Rifle regiment,
which had been ordered to Santa Fe
via New Orleans. .

Paxama, April 21.
The British naval foree had raised

the blockade of the ports of Sail Sal va
dor and Honduras.

Major Hobbie, special agent for the
P. O. Department, had left Panama for.
California. He had succeeded in ma-
king a satisfactory arrangement on the
isthmus for the transportation of the
mails to South American and other
ports. x

The work on the Panama rail-rba- d

was progressing rapidly and it was ex-

pected that ft would be finished iu a few
months.

Hon. Bailie Peyton, the American
minister to Chili, liad presented to that
Government the treaty of reciprocity.

To Pound Red Pepper.
This some times bothers housekeep-

ers, and old ones too. The way they
fix it in Virginia, is to tear or break up
the pods ; then mix them up with as
much dough made of corn meal, as will
give them proper consistence" and cohe-
sion, and then bake it as a hoecake, un-
til it (the cake) is brown, and then beat
it all together in your pepper mortar,
it will then be strong and of a handsome
color. '
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game( it was "jist what he'd be after wan- -

t5n intu-ely.- " The Alcalde interposed
Order, order, I will have order: a parcel ,

of ruffians shall not bully me in my court."
Order was finally restored, and the. Irish-
man, apologising for his rudeness, invited
all hands to come up and liquor. -

After much trouble and delay, about ten
witnesses were examined on each side, and
the testimony presented a labyrinth of
cross swearing, such as L trust that our
courts and juries here at home, do not of ;

ten have to thread their way through.
- Lawyer O'C, opened the case for the
Plaintiff, in a speech of half an hour's j

'

length, whiclr would have graced a better
'

forum. lie remarked handsomely and in-

geniously upon the conflict of the testimo-

ny, and urged the claims of the Plaintiff so
artfully and plausibly, that there was a stir i

among the friends of the defence, clearly
betokening their apprehensions.

The Gun-smit- h followed. He said, "May
it please the Court. Mr. Alcalde. I am not
a lawyer," and I thank God that I am not, j

for if I was, I think my chance for heaven
would be slim indeed. I have listened to
the speech of the Missouri lawyer and from
what he said, and from what his witnesses !

stated, several of hom, to my certain
.

j
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Knowieuge, swore u u lies. iieie uie
Alcalde informed him that he must not
deal in personalities, and be more respect-
ful to the court, or he would order him to
jail. "I beg your pardon, Mr. Alcalde, and
if you will come up I'll stand treat." ' The
Alcalde declined, saying that he did not
drink, and told him to proceed with his ar-

gument. "Well, Mr. Alcalde, bear with
me "till I can liquor, as speaking in such a
Case makes me confoundedly dry," and he
went to the counter and took a horn. lie
then went on with his speech for half an
hour or more, abusing the opposite party,
talking nonsense, as some of oar lawyers
do at home, and occasionally stopping to
"wet hi. whistle." A fuller report of hi3
peech would occupy more space than it!

would be worth. The artniment conclu- - j

.
ded, the Alcalde, summoned all his gravity ;

anddignity.forthe purpose of pressing ;

Lis wild subjects wiih a sense of the res - !

pect due to his station, and proceeded to
deliver the judgment of the court. He sta--

f f" 7t"t4 1 n 1 fPv-- r work for it after him; that the Directors
etTs.-rr.- " ' "

1
o;aa appy to the next session of the

Ti -- . r;tiss(5Lt5 Rri'r,r;,V arc f
LegiIature for an amendment of the

XcOk-- - 3a 5 he txZet'hul Mississip! charter, and if it be
KI ;W Gw5-- j 1. tx- - reaised, he would be in favor of adop-- 1

fci asJ Zf?z!l ir?:z.-K- t , ting a route that would not touch this
C 0 rv- - i $-il- ra poj'--e state, rather than be forced to take

sstsw r!t- -
a,-;s- ed WtTkfrio. If ' tils route a?ain?t his imkropnt.

! .II. 1 1 t t ,so mucn in aaamon as ne snouia turn tne ;

water trom; ana he who took possession j

first had the priority of title. The Bar in
controversy, was thought to be worth at
least ten thousand dollars. The compa-
nies claiming it were composed of ten or a
dozen men each, and their respective Cap-
tains were their representatives ad litem.
Capt. C. was the Plaintiff. He had a few
days previously lodged his complaint with
the Alcalde, and a writ had been issued
commanding the Sheriff to summon the de- -

fendant, Capt. S., to appear before the
Alcalde on the foliowing Sunday, at the
Grocery, to show cause, if any he could,
why he should not be compelled to evacu-
ate the demanded premises. I must ex-

plain here, that Sunday was the only day
on which the miners took-tim- e for the ad-

ministration of justice, and the grocery the
only place where the parties and witnesses
could be assembled or kept together. The
cohesive' power of something to,drink was
indispensable. The grocery was a sort ef
bush arbor, somewhat back from the-- river,
near the side of the hill, in a location as
nearly central as possible among the camps
which lined the stream. A few rough
boards, set up on forks, answered thopur-pos- e

of counter, upon which the liquid
poison was retailed in tin cups from a jug.
A few feet from the grocery was a hole
some ten or twelve feet deep and five or
six wide, which had been dug in "prospec-

ting" as we called it that is in searching
for a vein of the precious metal. This hole
was the Alcalde's jail; logs rolled across it,
served to prevent the escape of prisoners.

Fancy the scene then. It was a bright
April Sunday. In the valley vegetation

j was green, and the atmosphere soft and
j balmy while upon the mountain tops
)

around, the snow lay deep and glittering
in the sunlight. ; Rivulets came leaping
and laughing down the steep declivities,
and the river ""fotlecl rushing and. turbid

over its stony bed in front of us. Court

was opened by proclamation, and the Al-- 1

calde, without a coat, as he had lost his

only coat in crossing the snow-mountai- ns

locks as long as Samson's, before Delila

clipped them, and abeard of a yearsgrowth,

and altogether as rough, and dirty, and un-

couth as you can imagine a man to become

in the grease and smoke of a camp, and

cut off from all the civilizations of life

took his seat with such dignity as he could

summon for the occasion, on an old slump
which stood just in front of the counter.

Around him were gathered an unwash -

ed. unshaven, raed, savage-lookin- g

thronf. from almost "every nation under
heaven " silent for the moment, in the in- -

terest Pxrit h-- e the novel scene, and sa - 1

zing nj a sort of gaping wonder upon the
Alcalde, as though they were half bewil-

dered by the almost burlesqu scene which
was being enacted." The value of the lo-

cation involved in the feuit, and the fact that
it was the first trial in the conrt, had-collecte- d

a large crowd, and created ranch
excitement. They had all liquored, (the
Court excepted) as they came upon the
ground. The Alcalde addressed the meet-

ing, endeavoring to impress upon them the
necessity for order and quiet, and "urging

i A..T lJ CISC t
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so far as the witnesses were interested par-

ties, he did not attach any consideration
WhateTer to tneir testimony; but that the

eienaani naa miroaucea iwojr mree ais--

j interested persons, who had no doubt told
the truth, and their statements inclined him
to the side of the defendant, and more es--

pecially, since he had "nine points of the
jawpossessKra, m ms iavor. lie saia . Philadelphia and New York, or Lon-"m- y

judgment is that Capt: C. and his don and Liverpool, for the simple reas- -
crse 5. r rr.-.-- xlrrm asJ appre- - i replied to him, and there were several
issssS s. ta tv oa tin? sab-- replies on each side, w hich protracted
feet. Wltlicr t!c wpe i Cuba c discussion till late at night. We
"rvxili bcj3vti4His rrviztkKjlxiag, ar convinced that the people, after
a-- si tirTaj cS the tkn:r of tlie; hearing Mr. Clapp and Maj. Barton
Sparish is a twstka jrefpcai ia behalf of this route, en tertain-rr- ri

rr? cott dcriie ;Tel, ve are cer-- 1 c te same opinion that they did before,
til-- tlaj cJtiiiSs Usiitei States I that the Holly Springs route had

rrttt3 abasia frcea csc-rarir-s' re--3 lightly considered on inconcla-vit- -

; siv evidence, by the Board of Direc- -

company vacate the premises, and pay my i

costs immediately, which amounts to just;
one ounce ofgold." v

- j

He then addressed a short speech to the
crowd, exhorting them to remember that a
court had been established on the Yuba,
and that its power would be most rigorous-- J

ly exercised in preserving order, and pro
moting justice; and that it was expressly de


